Fairytale
The

FantasyWire

Bio:

My name is Robin Wight and I’m the
founder of FantasyWire. I was born
1960 and the son of an engineer.
I served an engineering
apprenCceship and spent the ﬁrst
half of my working life in the copper
industry before switching careers to
soGware and design.

Art
I’ve always been creative and first mastered
pencil drawing at school which I continue to
enjoy, but switched to iPad as a medium in
recent years.
Art and engineering has meant that
throughout my life I have created all manner of
things in all sorts of materials, from copper and
brass ornaments, turned wooden chess pieces
and even a rocking horse.
My interest in 3D / sculpture developed when
our children were very small and I used to
build elaborate sandcastles. As the children
grew, I retained my love for sand sculpture and
we always had a ring of tourists around us on
every beach holiday right up until the 2009
(much to my wife’s annoyance).
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Nature Reserve

In 2009 we moved to middle of a nature reserve and the scale of space and materials to create
things increased dramaCcally. I started producing large wood carvings with a chainsaw and chisels.
I was enjoying it and made several pieces that I was proud of, but wood (like sand) has material
constrains that limit the range of subjects to a sort of jelly-mould shape. Sand cannot support
outstretch limbs and wood runs the risk of drying out with fragile parts falling oﬀ.

Fairy Encounter?

At Christmas 2009, I received a new camera.
While in the woods, learning how to use
it, I took a photo of the light streaming
through the trees on to some moss
covered rocks. It was only later when
I unloaded the camera and
examined the images that I noticed
what looks like a fairy in the tree.
I’m sure it must be just an
illusion, like seeing a rabbit shape
in the clouds, but it does look
convincingly like a fairy.

Starting with Wire

In early 2010, while mending a fence, I was twisting an old piece of wire up to throw away,
when it occurred to me that fence wire was a good material to model with. It’s easy to bend,
its requires no special treatments or expensive equipment. It produces a permanent
weatherproof result. It’s like a sort of metal clay. You can both add and remove (unlike sand
and wood) if you make a mistake.
I thought I’d start with a simple human figure and perhaps because of the recent photo I
decided to make it a fairy for the bottom of the garden. The net result was very crude and
certainly would not win any prizes, but as a proof of concept for wire as a material to work
with, I was hooked.
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Mastering the Human Form
After around 5 attempts, I was still struggling with
proportions and decided to rethink. I took measurements
of several human proportions and worked out the
average skeleton and even muscle measurements. I then
went about making a prototype called “Glance” which
incorporated all the new design elements including my
first attempt at hair. Glance worked well and turned out
to be reasonably accurate, although she seemed a little
overweight for a fairy. Because glance was a simple
standing pose glancing over her shoulder (hence the
name), her hair simply hung down her back and over her
shoulders. As the finished texture of wrapped wire
creates a sort of camouflage effect it was hard to tell
where her hair ended and her body began, so I
abandoned hair for a while and stuck to adding simple
bluebell style hats.

Tree Hugger and The Thief
The very next fairy after Glance was one called
the” tree hugger”. I made her as a bit of fun to
put in a tree in the nature reserve (permission
granted by the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust).
People walking past would easily miss her, but
would do a double take when she did catch
their eye. The local people got to know her and
the following year I was asked if I’d like to show
some fairies at the annual village festival.
I wondered how I could make one to display at
the festival, that couldn’t be simply picked up
and stolen. I came up with the idea of balancing
a fairy on the end of a watering can, which is
tipped on its edge. The watering can is actually
filled with concrete to both counterbalance the
weight of the fairy and to prevent someone
simply picking her up. Hence the “The Thief”
which covers what she appears to be doing and
why she was made. This type of design typifies
what I’m trying to create and as such I use was
used as my logo for a while.
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Fairy Trails

Working with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust we hid
some fairies in a nearby local wood so members
of the public could find them as a 1 off attraction
to help promote the Trust. It worked quite well
and was good fun. So the following year, when
the village asked if I would take part in the
festival again, I pulled out all the stops and (again
with permission from the Wildlife Trust) set up a
full scale fairy trail in the reserve where I live. The
locals loved it. We handed out little maps and
images of the fairies and all the children tried to
tick off each fairy as they found them.

The Trentham Estate

By pure coincidence, the marketing manager for
the Trentham Estate (Amanda Dawson) took a
walk with her friend through the reserve on the
day of the festival. Amanda had no idea there
was even a festival taking place and was amazed
to spot a fairy, then another. Before too long she met someone with a trail map who asked
Amanda if she had seen one that they couldn’t find. Amanda loved the idea and I received an
email entitled “We love your fairies”. I thought that The Trentham Estate wanted to
commission one and was delighted when I got a visit from the head gardener. I showed him
how I made them and all the different characters. Still thinking they wanted to commission
one, I was very surprised when he said “heres the deal, we want them all and we want them
now”.
The next day, all the fairies (except the very early attempts) were loaded up and were on the
way to Trentham.

Shaky

Just prior to the village festival, I made a fairy
called Shaky for a joke. There’s a path up the back
of our property which passes a 5 bar gate. I
thought it would be good fun to make a fairy that
stood on the gate, arm outstretched inviting people
to shake her hand. I set up a secret camera and was
all set to take photos of people shaking her hand
when no one was looking. Shaky was whisked off
to Trentham before I ever got to catch anyone
snaking her hand.
Copyright (c) Fantasywire Ltd 2016

Registered Trade Mark

Hearts of stone

With the garden now empty of fairies, I started to make some more and even sell a couple. I
wanted to add something as a sort of makers mark. I thought I could bury something inside
the body of every fairy. The finished wire still allows some light to pass through the figure, so
putting something inside would not affect the figure, but would serve to show that it is one of
mine. Then it struck me that a pebble could be used as a heart. A heart of stone in a steel
fairy and if I engrave a message on its heart, it can personalise it to the customer.

Rusty & Stainless Steel

One of my first customers wanted a copy of the tree hugger. Her husband (never having seen
a wire fairy) was far from convinced and couldn’t imagine what he wife was thinking. “A fairy
made from fence wire, surly it will go rusty?” It bugged me and a searched for alternatives. I
contacted a stainless steel supplier. They were good enough to sent me samples so I could try
bending it and compare it to the fence wire. Obviously a steel suppliers isn’t going to ship a
tiny coils of wire and if I was going to go for it, I had to make a leap of faith and buy the
minimum quantity which would be enough to make about 6-8 fairies.
It paid off, stainless is so much nicer to work with as well as producing a more spectacular
result. Soon I was ordering finer and finer wire, applying it in several strands at a time to
produce a much smoother line over the bodies of the fairies.
It also allowed me to return to hair and have it blowing in the wind away from the body and
without looking like straw.

Dandelions

For years I had it in mind that you could make a sculpture of a dandelion with the seeds
blowing away and all interconnected to support each other. Having mastered wire (to some
extent) I thought I’d have a go. I made a small 8 inch diameter one which is quite fiddly. It
worked quite well, so I made a fairy in the pose of blowing it and the fairy / dandelion
combination was born.
Impressed with my first dandelion, I decided to see how big I could make one and made one
about 2 feet diameter. As soon as someone saw it, I was asked if I would sell it, but I was
concerned how it would react in snow. I’d only made it using the same soft wire as the fairies
and was concerned that if it got a heavy covering of snow, all the seeds would bend and
droop. So I waited until winter to see how it faired. To my surprise, when it filled with snow,
the snow packed in and supported it rather than bending the seeds. Never the less I
contacted my steel supplier and asked for samples of higher tensile wire to make the seeds.
The dandelions my daughter Amy makes today are pretty robust sculptures even if they do
look delicate.
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Blown Away

When The Trentham estate bought all the fairies, it included the original Tree Hugger from
down the lane. The locals missed her and frequently asked, “are you going to replace her.” I
missed her as well, but rather than simply replacing her, I asked if I could put one in the
village somewhere. The parish council granted me permission to put one on the village hall.
Wanting to make a real statement, I designed “Blown Away”, a fairy struggling with a large
dandelion.
When she was finished and I noticed
how she fought the real wind
and worried that she might
pose a safety hazard and
opted for a safer design to
grace to village hall.
But seeing her react in the wind gave Me another idea.
What about making a fairy
weathervane?

1 o’clock wish

1 o’clock was simply an evolution from blown away. I improved the pose to show the pressure
of the wind and mounted her on bearings to rotate freely. Having never attempted it before, I
assumed that she would be too heavy and would simply stand still, but hoped she would
occasionally face a different direction. No one was more surprised than me when she moved
with the slightest breath of wind.

Extending the Trentham Trail

The idea behind Trentham installation was to encourage visitors to walk around the gardens
rather than simply beeline for the café and the children’s playground. It’s been a tremendous
success and I’ve worked with Trentham to extend the trail adding more fairies which now
number 15.

“Wishes do come true”

At the end of 2013, I joked with Amanda at Trentham, that they could use a centrepiece. I had
no idea that 2014 happened to be their 10th anniversary. Amanda came straight back with “Do
you think you could make a life sized one?”
Amanda gave me the brief of “Regeneration”, “time passing”, “good things yet to come”. It’s
as if she was describing a dandelion: seeds, clocks, fairy wishes. So we worked together on a
number of ideas / evolutions from blown away and 1 o’clock wish resulting in “Wishes” with
the tag line “Wishes do come true”.
Wishes was installed in March 2014 ready for the anniversary in May.
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Wishes has been a great success and certainly increased my exposure even further.

Jo Fitzpatrick

Jo is a normal member of the public (with a history in photography) who happened to take a
photo of “Wishes” while on a day out with her family at Trentham Gardens. Jo kindly shared
the photo on my Facebook page, and I in turn shared it. Within a day or so it had been shared
over 1000 times. I commented on it and before too long I got an email from a landscape
architect who wanted to include it and some other images on some gardening forum or other.
A guy called PaperkutRob (Robert Allam) shared it on Imgur and Reddit. Rob emailed me to
say “I’ve just posted a copy of Jo’s photo of your work and it’s on the front page of Reddit
already (after 20 mins) , its going to go viral”.

Going Viral

You hear about things going viral, but it’s another to experience it. Before Jo’s photo, I did
get a couple of enquires a day, which I was very pleased with, but even that represents a
demand I couldn't meet. Once it started it built and built and even after a couple of days my
PC was still just going ping, ping, ping constantly as literally 1000’s of emails poured in. At first
it’s fun, it’s like you imagine a slot machine starting to pay-out in Las Vegas.
While it was still in full flow, I posted a simple little video of 1 o’clock wish spinning in the
breeze (entitled “Living the dream”) It’s still hard to grasp how fast things spread, in just a
few days that video has been shared nearly 42,000 times and reached 4.5 Million people.
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Today, Its now been shared over 600,000 times and continues to be be shared every few
minutes.
As a result of the first few days of that video being shared I got around 1000 requests to buy 1
o’clock wish. How do address 1000 requests and what price would I put on it with that sort of
demand? The only thing I could think off is to make a copy and allow people to bid for her on
eBay.

Dancing with Dandelions

The copy I made was named “Dancing with Dandelions” after one of the viral headlines (from
Jo’s photo) and she sold for 10 times what I had
been selling them for and changed
FantasyWire forever.
Dancing with dandelions has clearly become my
signature piece and as such has become the
registered trademark of FantasyWire.

DIY Kits & Fairy Wishes

People keep asking if I can make small desktop size fairies, partly because they should be
cheaper and partly because they only have a small garden or space to put one.
It actually easier and much more cost effective for me to make larger ones, but I completely
understand the request.
Ever since I started making them, my website has shown how I make them, so it wasn’t a big
leap to producing a DIY kit allowing people to make they own.
The DIY Kits have everything you need to produce a little 8 inch fairy, including a skeleton,
wire, pliers and full instructions. See the shop page for more information.
We also get asked for a dandelion kit, but unfortunately, the process isn’t something that
leads itself to a DIY kit. Its not that the dandelions are particularly complex or difficult, its
simply due to the wire being so fine. We have to stretch it out into long bundles of wire that
are then cut into short lengths and the seeds are actually made in the exact spot the wire is
cut. Its near impossible to handle multiples little bundles of very fine wire without getting
into a right mess.
In an effort to provide some smaller version of a dandelion, we came up with the idea of a
fairy wish. A single pre-made dandelion seed from one of the larger dandelions. See the DIY
page for more details.
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Giant Dandelions

Trentham Gardens loved the
standalone dandelions but
thought that a spiky ball of wire at
head hight might pose a bit of a
safety risk in a public place. Amy
suggested that we make some tall
enough so people cant reach the
seeds heads. Amy set about
making a prototype, but when you
scale them up to the height that
people cant reach, they end up
being 4 foot diameter and 16 foot
tall.
Trentham Gardens were redeveloping an area of the gardens
and offered Amy a project to
produce a 12 dandelion display.

A Family Business

The popularity of FantasyWire
took us by surprise. Clearly there
is a need for good old-fashioned
whimsical fun mixed with some
art and photography. Unable to
cope with the demand as a hobby,
in October 2015 FantasyWire Ltd
was registered as a company and
we now employ 6 people.
Its YOUR support that created
FantasyWire and your feedback
clearly suggests that you want
more: More fairies, more
dandelions, more kits, more affordable merchandise, workshops and courses.
Its still early days but all these things are in the plan and we are working hard to increase
capacity and deliver them to you.
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